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St. Mark’s Episcopal Church 

February 2010 

Vestry Elected at Annual Meeting  
Welcome to our newest Vestry members Diana Butler, David Croal, Steve Ellis, 

and Bob Zabonick elected at the January 24th annual meeting of the parish!  On 

January 27th the Vestry re-elected Ed Geishert, Jr. as Senior Warden, Les VanStone 

as Junior Warden, Liz Mowan as Treasurer, Roberta Leutz as Assistant Treasurer, 

and Charlie Bappert as Vestry Clerk for the 2010 year.  Meetings will continue to be 

held on the 4th Wednesday at 6:30 p.m.  All meetings are open to parishioners.  

Next meeting will be on Thursday, Feb.25th because of the parish's Wednesday 

Lenten programs. 

Annual Parish Elections Results  
Congratulations to Don Shemel, re-elected trustee of the parishôs Endowment 

Foundation Board and member of the Adeline Wing Kershaw Fund Board for a 

three-year term!  Also hats off to Audrey and David Croal, elected Alternate 

Delegates to Diocesan Convention for 2010, becoming delegates in 2011.   

 

Thanks from Fr. Steve and Martha Bartlett 

We were overwhelmed with the shower of notes and monetary gifts and vouch-

ers for Chicago theaters given by the parish at the annual meeting.  Ten years 

have flown by!  May we all be blessed in 2010 with the joys and spiritual growth 

of another year of ministry ahead as much as we have been blessed by all of you 

in these past ten years together. 

 



Remember that childrenôs nursery rhyme and playground game ñRing around the rosey, a pocket full of po-

sies, ashes, ashes, we all fall downò? There are many explanations for the text, including reference to the bu-

bonic plague of England in the 1600ôs or other earlier plagues.  But, as with many tunes and texts passed 

down from generation to generation, and from one culture to another, this one has several other interpreta-

tions and explanations.    In any case, ashes have been associated with destruction and death, literally falling 

in the face of something more powerful than ourselves.  As we move into the season of Lent this month, be-

ginning with Ash Wednesday on February 17th, weôll have the opportunity to receive ashes marking each of 

our foreheads with a sign of the mortality that we each carry within us throughout our lives as human beings.  

Lent begins with ashes and an awareness that each of us ñfalls downò from the model that Jesus Christ has 

set for us for the Christian life.  We play and sing, but eventually, we seem to fall when weôre dizzy with 

chasing things that we think will give us hope or lift our self-esteem or provide us with the prize of new 

power or financial success in the job market.   

 

Lent derives from the Old English word for ñlengthenò ï implying the lengthening of daylight and the com-

ing reign of sunshine as spring approaches.   Why, then, do our faces droop and our thoughts turn to an 

awareness of our self-centered ways and the need for repentance in ñLentò?  Shouldnôt it be a time of antici-

pation, like Advent, looking forward to the lengthened days of warmer weather and sunshine?  Yes, but for 

the sun to shine deeper than our skin, we need first to look within ourselves and discover the places of dark-

ness that refuse to let the Son shine on us more than skin-deep.   The light of Christ seeks foremost to shine 

deep on our selfishness, on our anger, on our judgment of others, and draw those things out from the dark-

ness where they live and fester into the fullness of the light of Christ, where new life can take lasting root in 

our hearts and minds and souls. 

 

Donôt let the ashes make you ñfall downò this Lent.  Rather, let the Son shine deeply within you, to heal and 

make whole those dark places of unfinished business in your life where the trinity of God ï Father, Son, and 

Holy Spirit ï Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer ï  seeks to bring each of us to a resurrected, Son-filled, new 

beginning. 

 

Wishing you the blessing of Christôs light within you on your Lenten journey, 

 

Steve + 
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ñAshes, Ashes, We All Fall Downò  

 

Ash Wednesday February 17th 

 

Services at 

7 am, 12 noon, and 7 pm 

 

Imposition of Ashes and 

the Holy Eucharist 

 



                       Community News 
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Coldwater Christian Services Commission to End 

 

For over 30 years, area churches, volunteers, and collaborating agenciesô staff persons have provided 

emergency assistance to those in need through the Coldwater Christian Services Commission.  With retir-

ing Board members and officers, however, as well as changing patterns for referral and screening, the 

Board has made the decision to dissolve the organization.   CCSC will continue to operate until its funds 

are spent this year, and will no longer accept contributions or United Way funding.   The organization 

wishes to express its appreciation for the handful of volunteers working 24/7, 365 days of the year, and 

for the United Way, donor churches, and individuals who have sustained the organization over the years. 

 

 

Free Tax Preparation Services 

 

The Community Action Agency has announced that through its Volunteer income Tax Assistance pro-

gram (ñVITAò), free tax preparation services are being offered to low- to moderate-income working 

families, helping them to become aware of federal and Michigan tax credits, and assisting them in receiv-

ing those benefits without fees or interest.  CAA is also encouraging members of St. Markôs and other 

congregations to encourage volunteers to offer their time in staffing this program.  For more informa-

tion, please see the parish bulletin board or call Eric Burton, Coordinator, at (269) 441-1378 or email him 

at ericb@caascm.org. 
 
 

Habitat for Humanity Resale Store 
 

The Branch County Habitat for Humanity "Resale Store" continues to be very successful.  It is providing, 

from the sale of donated items, significant funds toward the expense of home building with partnering 

families in-need here in Branch County.  The "Resale Store" can accept donations of appliances and items 

for interior and exterior remodeling and construction.  Please ask if you wonder whether or not an item 

you wish to donate, can be sold at the store.  The store is located  on highway 12, half way between Cold-

water and Quincy on the south side of the road.  It is open on Friday from 3PM to 7PM. and on Saturday 

from 8AM to 1PM.  Their telephone number is 279-2200.  Several people from St. Mark's have donated 

items, for which we are very grateful.  Tax receipts can be given for accepted donor items.  Also, please 

call me if I can try to be of help with donation questions, at 238-5110.  Thank you,  Bill Milnes Sr. 

 
Many thanks to Paul and Kathy Bair for arranging for our newly faced legacy wall clock that has been 

returned to the Narthex of the church and will remind us of our arrival time for church - and keep the 

clergy and worship leaders on schedule again! 

 

 

mailto:ericb@caascm.org
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February 2010 Schedule 
  Feb.7 Feb. 14 Feb. 17 Feb. 21 Feb. 28 Mar. 7 

Lector  

D. Croal  J. Burr    
D. Koene-

mann  
J. Henry  

B. Milnes  

A. 

VanStone  
I. Converse    M. Dally  N. Waterbury  

J. Wright  

Inter-

cessor  
L. 

VanStone  
J. Henry    D. Butler  D. Croal  M. Pridgeon  

Worship 

Leaders  

H. Guis-

inger  
J. Wright    C. Hatch  M. Pridgeon  

  E. Marshall  

            

B. Burr  E. Marshall    M. Dally  B. Burr  
. Guisinger  

Altar 

Guild  
C. Hillborg  

J. Grigg/  

T.Newberry  

J.Grigg/  

T.Newberry  
L. Fry  B. Mosher  C. Hillborg  

Ushers  

T. Dally  D. Croal    J. Osborne  D. Smolinski  
P. Bair  

M. Prid-

geon  
A. Croal    P. Bair  L. Smolinski  

J. Wright  

Lay Vis-

its  
C. Hatch  J. Randall    B. & J. Burr  P. VanStone  C. Hatch  

Vestry 
Lock 

Up 

tba tba tba tba tba tba 

  
D. Sebald 

VanDoren  
I. Wright  N. Waterbury  J. Butler  N. Dally  

D. Sebald 

VanDoren  

Aco-

lytes  S. Mosher  A. Butler  N. Waterbury  B. Henry  J. Osborne  A. VanStone  

Coffee 

Hr. Hosts              

    Flowers              



EPIPHANY  
 

"On January 6th the congregation and parish musicians gathered for a celebration of the Feast of the Epiphany, 

or the arrival of the Magi (Wise Men) who sought out Jesus inspite of Herod's jealousy.  We marked the 

celebration with the crowning by last year's Epiphany King, Paul Bair, of this year's royalty - Scott Meister - 

who found the bean in his piece of Epiphany cake and won a Christian book prize by Madeleine L'Engle.  

Note Scott's obeisance to the retiring king as he humbly receives the golden crown.  Plan to attend the 2011 

January 6th annual feast and anticipate the crowning of next year's king queen!" 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     Baptisms for February 
 
 

Judy Brisbane 

Megan Connelly 

Audrey Croal 

Debbie Dally 

Christopher Grahl 

Catherine Hall 

Jennifer Henry 

Maegan Hoard 

Jeremy Koenemann 

Gabrielle Milnes 

Connie Monroe 

Paul Plant 

Helyn Ribble 

Greg Shemel 

Don Thrasher, Jr. 
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News from the Diocese  

Elimination of Racism Workshops Begin  

 
On February 6 from 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., at St. Thomasô Church, Battle Creek, a diocesan task force to 

eliminate racism from our parishes and communities will host a workshop to raise our awareness of the need to 

eliminate racism and to help us live out our baptismal promise of promoting ñthe dignity of every human 

being.ò  Active Clergy, Wardens & Convention Delegates are expected to attend.  Vestry members and 

Christian formation staff persons are encouraged to attend.  All others are invited to come and learn. 

 

 

Leadership Workshop for Congregations 

 
Congregational leadership Days will be held for parish leadership throughout the Diocese in the coming 

weeks, the nearest being at St. Lukeôs, Kalamazoo on Saturday, Feb. 20 from 10:00 am to 3 pm (Online 

registration, & payment from parish office ï please inform Mary Jane ï  need to be received by Feb 10). 

Congregational Leadership Days are a gathering of clergy and laity from around our Diocese who come 

together to hear from the Bishop and his staff. It is a day of training for vestry members and education for 

all. For more information and to register, please follow this link: http://www.edwm.org/events/cdl2010.htm 

 

Eastern Deanery Elects Fr. Brian Coleman as Dean 

 
At the January 9th meeting of the eleven parishes of the Eastern Deanery of Episcopal Churches, Fr. Brian 

Coleman, Rector of St. Thomasô in Battle Creek was elected our new Dean, chairing the gathering of clergy 

and lay delegates from our congregations.  Also elected was parishioner David Croal as one of the two 

delegates to diocesan Executive Council from our Deanery.  Davidôs service will involve several meetings 

with diocesan staff and deanery representatives from all over the Diocese during his two-year term.  

Congratulations, David!   

 

Love, Love, Love, Love, 

The Gospel in one word is Love. 

Love your neighbor as your brother, 

Love, Love, Love 
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  1 
Rectorõs  
Sabbath 

2  9:30 am: 
    Staff Meet-
ing 
4:30pm: 
Adult Forma-
tion 
5:30pm:  
TOPS 

3 
10:00am: 
Inquirerõs Class 
11:00am: 
Bible Study 

4 5 6 
8:30 am ð4:00 
pm: 
Anti-Racism 
Training 
St. Thomas ð 
Battle Creek 

7 ñTheological Educa-
tion  Sundayò 

 
8:00am: Holy Eucha-

rist.Rite1 
10:00am: Holy Eucharist 
w/ Beth Drew, Preacher 
Childrenõs Classes 
11:15am:  Coffee Hour 
11:45am: New E. V. 
Training #3 

8 
Rectorõs 
Sabbath 
 
7:00 pm: 
Knit/ 
crochet 
group 
meet 

9 9:30 am:  Staff Meet-

ing 
  
  
  
5:30pm:  
TOPS 

10 
  
10:00am: 
Inquirerõs Class 
11:00am: 
Bible Study 
  

11 
  
  
  
7:00 pm:  
Garden 
Club 
(Parish 
Hall) 

12 13 

14Commissioning of 

New 
         Eucharistic Visi-
tors 
8:00am: Holy Eucharist, 

Rite 1 
10:00am: Holy Eucharist 
Childrenõs Classes 
11:15am:  Special Coffee 
Hour 
6:00pm: Valentine Out-
ing 

15 
Rectorõs 
Sabbath 

16 
ñSHROVE 

TUESDAYò 
9:30am: 

 Staff Meet-
ing 
  
5:30pm-
7:00pm 
Shrove Pan-
cake Supper 
5:30pm:  
TOPS 

17ASH 

WEDNESDAY 
7:00am: Imposi-
tion of Ashes 
11:00am: Bible 
Study 
12 noon: Imposi-
tion of Ashes 
7:00pm: Imposi-
tion of Ashes & 
Holy Eucharistic 

18 19 20 
10AM ð3PM: 
Congregational 
Leadership 
Workshop- 
St. Lukeõs-
Kalamazoo 

218:00am: Holy Eucha-

rist,Rite 1 
10:00am: Holy Eucharist 
Childrenõs Classes 
11:15am:  Coffee Hour 
1:15pm: Masonville 
Eucharist 

22 
Rectorõs 
Sabbath 
7:00 pm: 
Knit/ 
crochet 
group 
meet 

23 9:30am:   Staff 

Meeting 
5:30pm:          
TOPS 
  
Vestry?? 

24 11:00am: 

Bible Study 
6:00pm: Stations 
of the Cross 
6:30pm: Soup 
Supper 
7:00pm: Lenten 
Program 
  

25 
  
  
  
Vestry???? 

26 27  Youth 

Retreat 
10am-12 noon: 
Deanery Con-
vocation Meet-
ing ð Trinity 
Church- Mar-
shall 

28 ñEpiscopal Relief & 
Development Sunday w/  

Adult,Children & Youth  
8:00am: Holy Eucha-

rist,Rite 1 
10:00am: Holy Eucharist 
NO  Children Classes 
11:15am:  Coffee Hour 
Blessing of Prayer Shawls 
Healing Services 
(optional) 
11:45: Endowment 
Formation Elections 

      

       

February 2010 
Be sure to watch the bulletins for any changes! 

 



162nd Annual Meeting Highlights 

Unanimously elected at the January 24th meeting of the parish to the Vestry were Diana Butler, David Croal, 

Steve Ellis, and Bob Zabonick.  Alternate Delegates to Convention also elected were David and Audrey 

Croal.  Don Shemel was returned to the Endowment Foundation Board of Trustees for anther three-year 

term.  Congratulations to all!   

 

Treasurer Liz Mowan reviewed the Finance Committee's process to produce the 2010 parish budget, which 

has necessarily included salary freezes for clergy and staff and various reductions in committee askings as 

we tighten our belts along with the rest of the country.  Thanks were extended to Liz and the many parish 

officers and volunteers who extend the ministry of St. Mark's to the larger community through their gifts of 

time and talent in many parish groups and as members of various committees.   

 

Senior Warden Ed Geishert, Jr. and Fr. Steve presented an overview of the Natural Church Development 

process that the Diocese is promoting for churches in the "redefinition" stage of a parish's life cycle, where 

St. Mark's is at the moment.  The Vestry will be meeting with an NCD coach at its retreat on March 20 to get 

underway with this world-wide program for qualitative (and anticipated quantitative) congregational growth.  

Jean Milnes was recognized for her nine-plus years of service as Vestry clerk as she relinquishes that 

position.   

 

Fr. Steve and Martha were presented with "play" money (for shows in Chicago) as well as a purse and scrap 

book of notes of appreciation and anecdotes from parishioners on the 10th anniversary of their ministry with 

St. Mark's.  Thanks were also extended to former rectors Fr. Kenneth and Kathleen Sherfick and Fr. Rod and 

Pat Wiltse for their years of service with St. Mark's.  A delicious luncheon followed, with time for 

conversation and fellowship. 
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10 YEARS 




